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Almost everyone likes the feeling of giving. You and I are wired to give!  

• Most people have donated to charity in the last year (60%) 

• Most people report giving to charity from time-to-time (51%) or monthly (25%)  

• The average monthly donation in 2017 was £44  

UK Charitable Giving Statistics https://www.nptuk.org  

Why? ".. Because we are image bearers. Hard wired & shaped to give...  

However sacrificial giving is actually a hard transition because we are marred and broken.  

We talk and think: EVERYTHING I HAVE IS MINE... 

It began with a family relying on God...  

‘But I have been the Lord your God ever since you came out of Egypt. You shall acknowledge no God but me, 

no Saviour except me. I cared for you in the wilderness, in the land of burning heat.  When I fed them, they 

were satisfied; when they were satisfied, they became proud; then they forgot me. Hosea 13:4-6 NIVUK  

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but 

they shared everything they had. Acts 4:32 NIVUK 

1: How should you think differently about money? 

• Do you ever talk or think possessively about your possessions? Maybe look around at those next to 

you. 

• What if everything we have is a gift that we will answer for?  

“Who has ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36 For from him, through him, and for him are all 

things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. Romans 11:35b-36 NIVUK 

In the past, he let all nations go their own way. [17] Yet he has not left himself without testimony: (look what 
God has done!) He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides 
(satisfies) you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy (gladness).” Acts 14:16-17 NIVUK 
 
Do you believe in justice? If so everyone will account before God for use of their money... 

Our Prayer can be: Father how should I spend the money you have so generously given me?  

It’s too easy not to pray in that way, with advertising telling us what we need.   

• Money is a gift from God.  

• Stewardship is careful use of resources.  

• Giving can be the greatest life thrill. 
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2. How can you learn to describe your money as a gift?  

Honour (value, make weighty in your life) the LORD with your wealth (valuables), with the firstfruits (let it be 
the beginning, the principle thing) of all your crops (revenue, increase); [10] then your barns (storehouses) will 
be filled to overflowing (abundance), and your vats will brim over (break, flood out) with new wine. Proverbs 
3:8-10 NIVUK 
 

• Honour the Lord by giving to God before everything else - Value the Lord with your valuables.  

• How and when God blesses you is his concern not yours - whether I increase or decrease isn't my concern.  
 
My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline, and do not resent his rebuke, [11] because the LORD disciplines 
those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. Proverbs 3:9-12 NIVUK 
 
If our Saviours’ sacrifice cost his life, why should our lives not cost?  

We rejoice that Jesus died on the cross BUT now we need to take up our cross.  

For many the greatest act of worship beyond singing songs is actually giving financially. The primarily place for 

a follower of Jesus is their local church.  

• Giving stops us from being possessed by our possessions.  

• We are blessed to be a blessing. We live so we can give.  

• We are called to be a flowing stream not a blocked up dam!  

3. How do you deal with greed and materialism?  

By doing the exact opposite. Just as we replace an unloving thought with a loving though. 

By giving and regarding everything as a gift.  

If you don't give when you have a little you probably won't give when you have a lot. It’s a life lesson!  

When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. [11] Be 
careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees 
that I am giving you this day. Deuteronomy 8:10-11 NIVUK 
 
Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, [13] and when your 
herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, [14] then your 
heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land 
of slavery. Deuteronomy 8:12-14 NIVUK 
 
He led you through the vast and dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes 
and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. Deuteronomy 8:15 NIVUK 
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The waterless wilderness test revealed barren hearts. Hearts that are as barren as the desert.  
 
He gave you manna to eat in the wilderness, something your ancestors had never known, to humble and test 
you so that in the end it might go well with you. [17] You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of 
my hands have produced this wealth for me.” Deuteronomy 8:16-17 NIVUK 
 
Do many sit in their houses thinking that?!  
 
But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his 
covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today. Deuteronomy 8:18 NIVUK 
 
Practicalities 

 

• If you are in debt you may need support and encouragement to break free. 

• Any change must involve good stewardship.  

• Change of heart not always circumstances.  
 

• Never compare yourself with someone else! The one in humble circumstance should take pride in their 

high position.  

• If you have never prayed about giving I encourage you to seek God in this regard. 

“I have made a firm commitment to change the way I talk and think about money by seeing 
it as a gift from God”. 

 
Prayer 
 
Small group questions: 

1: How should you think differently about money? 
2. How can you learn to describe money as a gift?  
3. How can you deal with greed and materialism?  
 

 


