Six life lessons & three questions from the sin of David
King David seduces Bathsheba, commits adultery, gets her pregnant, then kills her husband
by sending him to battle with a death note that he carries, then marries his wife!
In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king's men and
the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David
remained in Jerusalem 2 Samuel 11:1 NIVUK

1. In strengthening or supporting, others watch your own life.
So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! 1 Corinthians 10:12 NIVUK
2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From
the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to
find out about her. The man said, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of
Uriah the Hittite.” 2 Samuel 11:2-3 NIVUK
Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is
right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door;
it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.’ enesis
-7 NIVUK
Sin against people is usually a sin against God.
Nothing stays in a corner in our lives it always strays, however much we pretend or defend.
...these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they
did... [11] These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for
us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come. 1 Corinthians 10:6, 11 NIVUK
Incredible to think that the Bible was written to keep our hearts close to God!
Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith...1 Peter 5:8-9a NIVUK

2: Take experienced biblical advice, particularly when tempted.
Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (Now she was
purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went back home. 5 The woman
conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.” 2 Samuel 11:4-5 NIVUK.
At worst he ‘date raped’ her and then used his position to make her unclean. He didn't have
her interests at heart. He then tries to cover his steps through her husband.
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So David sent this word to Joab “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to David. 7
When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the
war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “ o down to your house and wash your feet.” So
Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. 9 But Uriah slept at the
entrance to the palace with all his master's servants and did not go down to his house.
10 David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked Uriah, “Haven't you just come from a
military campaign? Why didn't you go home?”
11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my commander
Joab and my lord's men are camped in the open country. How could I go to my house to eat and
drink and make love to my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!” 2 Samuel 11:611 NIVUK.

3: We are here to bless through our influence with our affluence – to make others
great, not for our bait
Possibly he got Uriah back to try to hide his own guilt or so he was around when the child was
born? Uriah very honourably refused to go back home while David was dishonourable.
Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah
remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 At David's invitation, he ate and drank with
him, and David made him drunk. But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among
his master's servants; he did not go home.
In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15 In it he wrote, “Put
Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck
down and die.” 2 Samuel 11:12-14 NIVUK
Next David arranges for David to be killed, carrying his own death note.
I have a message from God in my heart concerning the sinfulness of the wicked: 2. There is no
fear of God before their eyes. In their own eyes they flatter themselves too much to detect or
hate their sin. 3. The words of their mouths are wicked and deceitful; they fail to act wisely or
do good. 4. Even on their beds they plot evil; they commit themselves to a sinful course and
do not reject what is wrong. Psalms
1-4 NIVUK
What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things
result in death! Romans 6:21 NIVUK
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We should help others do what is right and build them up in the Lord. [3] For even Christ didn't
live to please himself. As the Scriptures say, "The insults of those who insult you, O God, have
fallen on me." [4] Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the
Scriptures give us hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God's promises to be
fulfilled. Romans 15:2-4 (New Living Translation 2nd edition)

4: We should try not to benefit ourselves at the expense of others.
16 So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew the strongest
defenders were. 17 When the men of the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the
men in David's army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite died.
18 Joab sent David a full account of the battle. 19 He instructed the messenger “When you
have finished giving the king this account of the battle, 20 the king's anger may flare up, and
he may ask you, ‘Why did you get so close to the city to fight? Didn't you know they would
shoot arrows from the wall?... Why did you get so close to the wall?' If he asks you this, then
say to him, ‘Moreover, your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead.' ”
22 The messenger set out, and when he arrived he told David everything Joab had sent him to
say. 2 The messenger said to David, “The men overpowered us and came out against us in
the open, but we drove them back to the entrance of the city gate. 24 Then the archers shot
arrows at your servants from the wall, and some of the king's men died. Moreover, your
servant Uriah the Hittite is dead.”
25 David told the messenger, “Say this to Joab ‘Don't let this upset you; the sword devours
one as well as another. Press the attack against the city and destroy it.' Say this to encourage
Joab.” 2 Samuel 11:16-25 NIV

5: Our sin and weakness often has to be pointed out.
When Uriah's wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. 27 After the time
of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore
him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the LORD. 2 Samuel 11:26-27 NIV
A man after God’s heart becomes the man who broke Gods heart. Nathan the prophet is used
to rebuke David reminding him of everything he has been given.
We usually impress others when we confess. We don't progress when we suppress our sin.
I (1) anointed you king over Israel, and I (2) delivered you out of the hand of Saul; and (3) I gave
you your master’s house, and ( ) your master’s wives into your bosom, and (5) gave you the
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house of Israel and of (6) Judah; and if this were too little, (7) I would add to you as much more.
(2 Sam 12:7-8 RSV)
David never recovered but God covered his sin.
Jesus Christ would die not just for our own sins but the sins of the whole world.
Keep your servant also from wilful sins; may they not rule over me. Then I will be blameless,
innocent of great transgression. Psalms 19:13 NIVUK

6: Never forget how fully and thoroughly Jesus has saved you.
Today you can have your sins wiped clean. It is a deleted and completed, defeated work on
the cross. Jesus was mistreated so we could be treated.
“David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to whom od credits
righteousness apart from works ‘Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose
sins are covered. Blessed is the one whose sin the ord will never count against them.’”
omans
-8 NIVUK
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you
reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. Romans 6:22 NIVUK
The consequences of David’s action affect the nation and generation
“This is what the O D says ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity on you.
Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he
will sleep with your wives in broad daylight. [12] You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in
broad daylight before all Israel.' ” (2 Samuel 12:11-12 NIVUK).
Whatever the day in our lives, we will usually either pray or stray.
Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the O D.” Nathan replied, “The O D has
taken away your sin. You are not going to die. [14] But because by doing this you have shown
utter contempt for the O D, the son born to you will die.” (2 Samuel 12:13-14 NIVUK)
Confessed sin, though forgiven can have unforgiving consequences.
Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin condemns any people. Proverbs 14:34 NIVUK
He lost his first son however in God's redeeming personality Solomon replaced David as King,
making him one of the wisest men who ever lived!
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Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.
2
Wash away all my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.
3
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is always before me.
4
Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are right in your verdict
and justified when you judge.
5
Surely I was sinful at birth,
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
6
Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb;
you taught me wisdom in that secret place.
7
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins
and blot out all my iniquity.
10
Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
11
Do not cast me from your presence
or take your Holy Spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
13
Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
so that sinners will turn back to you.
14
Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God,
you who are God my Saviour,
and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.
15
Open my lips, Lord,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
16
You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
17
My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart
you, God, will not despise.
18
May it please you to prosper Zion,
to build up the walls of Jerusalem.
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19

Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous,
in burnt offerings offered whole;
then bulls will be offered on your altar. Psalm 51:1-19 NIVUK

The hour of power when God works through our lives is never through your perfection it is
always God working through his redemption!
If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? 4 But with you there is forgiveness,
so that we can, with reverence, serve you. Psalms 130:3-4 NIVUK
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 NIVUK
Three questions in summary
1: How can you remember that God is your Saviour and reveals sin for our best?
Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces them
finds mercy. Proverbs 28:13 NIVU
Look on my affliction and my distress and take away all my sins. Psalms 25:18 NIVUK
2: As you strengthen others, how can you watch your own life, taking advice when tempted?
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a
spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted Galatians 6:1-2 ESV
3: How can you exist for blessing others, not for selfish ends?
As for you, my friends, you were called to be free. But do not let this freedom become an
excuse for letting your physical desires control you. Instead, let love make you serve one
another. Galatians 5:13 GNT
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