
JESUS

Luke 1

29 Confused and disturbed, 
Mary tried to think what the 
angel could mean. 30 “Don’t be 
afraid, Mary,” the angel told 
her, “for you have found favour 
with God! 31 You will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. 32 He 
will be very great and will be 
called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give 
him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33 And he will reign over 
Israel forever; his Kingdom will 
never end!”

BUILT ON THE LEGACY OF OTHERS

Isaiah 53

2My servant grew up in the 
Lord’s presence like a 
tender green shoot,

like a root in dry ground.
There was nothing 
beautiful or majestic about 
his appearance,

nothing to attract us to 
him.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS

Is Jesus a good model of 
leadership?

• Jesus’ earthly life was built on 
what God had done through 
those before him

• Patriarchs (I am the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob)

• Prophets (Foretelling Jesus’ 
coming)

• Kings (Establish a royal throne)

• Priests (A shadow of what was 
to come)

Luke 3

4“He is a voice shouting in the 
wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s 
coming!

Clear the road for him!

• God was preparing you, even 
before you were conceived

• Leaders pick up what others 
have left, and others will pick-
up what we leave

• Good leaders see a continuous 
process not just their moment 
in time

1 John

46 “Nazareth!” exclaimed 
Nathanael. “Can anything 
good come from 
Nazareth?”

Mark 6

They asked, “Where did he get all 
this wisdom and the power to 
perform such miracles?” 3 Then 
they scoffed, “He’s just a 
carpenter, the son of Mary and 
the brother of James, Joseph, 
Judas, and Simon. And his sisters 
live right here among us.” They 
were deeply offended and refused 
to believe in him.

Leadership is NOT based on…

• Outward appearance

• Where you came from

• Education or class

• Family history

Luke 2

43 His parents didn’t miss him at first, 
44 because they assumed he was 
among the other travellers. But when 
he didn’t show up that evening, they 
started looking for him among their 
relatives and friends.

45 When they couldn’t find him, they 
went back to Jerusalem to search for 
him there. 46 Three days later they 
finally discovered him in the Temple, 
sitting among the religious teachers, 
listening to them and asking 
questions. 47 All who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his 
answers.

SIT AT THE FEET OF OTHERS

• You don’t have to know 
everything to lead!

• You are surrounded by people 
that know stuff

• If you want to know stuff, start by 
listening and asking questions

• You never know, if we listen hard 
enough we might occasionally 
amaze each other ☺

Luke 3

23 Jesus was about thirty years old 
when he began his public ministry.

ITS ALL IN THE PREPARATION

• We know very little about the 
first thirty years

• In Jesus’ case it was a 10:1 ratio 
of ministry to preparation.  30 
years preparation for 3 years 
public ministry

• Jesus grew like a tender shoot out 
of dry ground, baptised in water 
and the Holy Spirit, he became a 
mighty oak with deep, deep roots

• The ‘bigger’ the ministry the 
longer the preparation required

Luke 4

1 Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, 
returned from the Jordan River. He 
was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness, 2 where he was tempted 
by the devil for forty days. Jesus ate 
nothing all that time and became 
very hungry. 

DEALING WITH TEMPTATION

• Full of the Holy Spirit, 30 years of 
preparation, what could possibly 
go wrong!

Gen 4

7 …Sin is crouching at the door, eager 
to control you. But you must subdue 
it and be its master.”

Luke 4

3 Then the devil said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, tell this stone to 
become a loaf of bread.” 4 But Jesus 
told him, “No! The Scriptures say, 
‘People do not live by bread alone.’

• God’s provision, will he provide 
for our needs?!

• Living in a capitalist society this 
can be a constant battle

• Living in a technologically 
advanced society, where so many 
things have been provided, what 
do we rely on God for?

5 Then the devil took him up and 
revealed to him all the kingdoms of 
the world in a moment of time. 6 “I 
will give you the glory of these 
kingdoms and authority over them,” 
the devil said, “because they are 
mine to give to anyone I please. 7 I 
will give it all to you if you will 
worship me.”

8 Jesus replied, “The Scriptures say,

‘You must worship the Lord your God
and serve only him.’

• Does the end justify any means?  
There quick ways to get ‘results’ 
and there is a right way!
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3 Then the devil said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, tell this stone to 
become a loaf of bread.” 4 But Jesus 
told him, “No! The Scriptures say, 
‘People do not live by bread alone.’

• God’s provision, will he provide 
for our needs?!

• Living in a capitalist society this 
can be a constant battle

• Living in a technologically 
advanced society, where so many 
things have been provided, what 
do we rely on God for?

5 Then the devil took him up and 
revealed to him all the kingdoms of 
the world in a moment of time. 6 “I 
will give you the glory of these 
kingdoms and authority over them,” 
the devil said, “because they are 
mine to give to anyone I please. 7 I 
will give it all to you if you will 
worship me.”

8 Jesus replied, “The Scriptures say,

‘You must worship the Lord your God
and serve only him.’

• Does the end justify any means?  
There quick ways to get ‘results’ 
and then there is the right way!

Matt 7

13 The highway to hell is broad, and 
its gate is wide for the many who 
choose that way. 14 But the gateway 
to life is very narrow and the road is 
difficult, and only a few ever find it.

• There are no short cuts, be 
patient

• The broad and wide path offers 
the world but comes up empty

• Christ like leadership is to follow a 
less popular and less well-known 
route

• The terrain is more challenging 
underfoot and navigation 
unpredictable

Luke 4

9 Then the devil took him to 
Jerusalem, to the highest point of the 
Temple, and said, “If you are the Son 
of God, jump off! 10 For the 
Scriptures say,

‘He will order his angels to protect 
and guard you.
11 And they will hold you up with 
their hands

so you won’t even hurt your foot 
on a stone.’”

12 Jesus responded, “The Scriptures 
also say, ‘You must not test the Lord 
your God.’”

• God will catch you when you fall, 
but don’t intentionally jump!

• If you have old familiar sins, don’t 
go near the edge of the cliff, 
wisdom says run in the other 
direction

• Faith is not gained by indulging 
your doubts, faith comes by the 
hearing the Word of God

DEALING WITH TEMPTATION

John 2

1 The next day there was a wedding 
celebration in the village of Cana in 
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2

and Jesus and his disciples were also 
invited to the celebration. 3 The wine 
supply ran out during the festivities, 
so Jesus’ mother told him, “They 
have no more wine.”

4 “Dear woman, that’s not our 
problem,” Jesus replied. “My time 
has not yet come.”…

…11 This miraculous sign at Cana in 
Galilee was the first time Jesus 
revealed his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him

THERE IS A RIGHT TIME

Luke 22

34 But Jesus said, “Peter, let me tell 
you something. Before the rooster 
crows tomorrow morning, you will 
deny three times that you even know 
me.”…

…47 But even as Jesus said this, a 
crowd approached, led by Judas, one 
of the twelve disciples. Judas walked 
over to Jesus to greet him with a kiss. 
48 But Jesus said, “Judas, would you 
betray the Son of Man with a kiss?”

REJECTION AND BETRAYAL

Winton Churchill is believed to have 
spontaneously travelled on public 
transport from time to time to meet 
the public

SPONTANEITY - ROOM FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT

• Heard the phrase ‘timing is 
everything’ – of course its not 
everything, but it is critical

• Leading on from the temptations, 
our eagerness to pursue our 
dream, calling or goal can result 
in jumping the gun

• I might be ready, but all in God’s 
timing

• Be patient or you’ll end up a 
patient

Luke 2 (Calling First Disciple)

5 One day as Jesus was preaching on 
the shore of the Sea of Galilee, great 
crowds pressed in on him to listen to 
the word of God. 2 He noticed two 
empty boats at the water’s edge, for 
the fishermen had left them and 
were washing their nets. 3 Stepping 
into one of the boats, Jesus asked 
Simon, its owner, to push it out into 
the water. So he sat in the boat and 
taught the crowds from there.

4 When he had finished speaking, he 
said to Simon, “Now go out where it 
is deeper, and let down your nets to 
catch some fish.”
5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we 
worked hard all last night and didn’t 
catch a thing. But if you say so, I’ll let 
the nets down again.” 6 And this time 
their nets were so full of fish they 
began to tear! …
…8 When Simon Peter realized what 
had happened, he fell to his knees 
before Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, 
please leave me—I’m such a sinful 
man.”…
10…Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be 
afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing 
for people!” 11 And as soon as they 
landed, they left everything and 
followed Jesus.

• The gospels are one long list of 
Jesus being in the right place at 
the right time, I love it, its 
hilarious!

• Jesus didn’t lead with a Microsoft 
Project plan, he himself lead 
others by the leading of the Holy 
Spirit

• Jesus was always occupied but 
never too busy

• We should be ordered in what we 
do but always prepared to tear up 
the plan

• People will fail us, we will fail each other, but 
its not a reason to stop loving, forgiving, 
serving, reaching

• Laying our lives down for others isn’t a way to 
be popular, it’s a way to build the kingdom of 
God and gain eternal life

• Ultimately Jesus’ leadership model is based 
on unconditional love, sacrifice unto death 
and all that achievable because any present 
suffering is seen in the light of eternity

• It is almost impossible to find human role 
models that consistently model this 
behaviour, particularly in public life, that’s 
why we focus on Jesus and remain gracious 
and supportive 


