
What’s love - Hosea Part 2 - The journey back to God  

All humans are led astray and need to journey back to God. For us to love is to return, acknowledge and 

press in after God. [PP2] 
 
Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites, because the LORD has a charge to bring against you who live in 
the land: “There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the land [4:2] There is only 
cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 
[4:3] Because of this the land mourns, and all who live in it waste away; the beasts of the field and the birds 

of the air and the fish of the sea are dying. [Hosea 4:1-3 NIV] [PP3] 
 
1: True awareness of God will produce good fruit in our lives! [PP4] 

You stumble day and night, and the prophets stumble with you. …my people are destroyed from lack of 

knowledge. “Because you have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have 

ignored the law of your God, I also will ignore your children. [4:7] The more the priests increased, the more 

they sinned against me; they exchanged their Glory for something disgraceful. [4:8] They feed on the sins of 

my people and relish their wickedness. [Hosea 4:5-8 NIV] [PP5] 

Leaders led people away, so leaders in all time must lead people back to the glory of God. [PP4 not on 

screen] 

2: God’s intention for us is to live with glory and knowledge! [PP6] 

God’s intention for humankind is so vividly expressed.  
And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-
increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 2 Corinthians 3:18 NIV [verse not on screen 

[PP6] 
 
[4:9] And it will be: Like people, like priests. I will punish both of them for their ways and repay them for 

their deeds. [4:10] “They will eat but not have enough; they will engage in prostitution but not increase, 

because they have deserted the LORD to give themselves [4:11]  to prostitution, to old wine and new, which 

take away the understanding [4:12] of my people. [Hosea 4:8-12 NIV] [PP7] 

Sinful behaviour won't bring any long term satisfaction. It is in fact a reflection of a lack of deep rooted 

understanding. A people of understanding will live today with eternity in sight. Let’s consider the stupidity 

of unfaithfulness. [PP7] 

[4:12] They consult a wooden idol and are answered by a stick of wood. A spirit of prostitution leads them 

astray; they are unfaithful to their God.  [4:13] They sacrifice on the mountaintops and burn offerings on 

the hills, under oak, poplar and terebinth, where the shade is pleasant. Therefore your daughters turn to 

prostitution and your daughters-in-law to adultery. [4:14]…“people without understanding will come to 

ruin! [Hosea 4:12-14 NIV] [PP8] 

Everyone is sacrificing something! So easily and quickly we drift away becoming mounded by the people 

and culture of those around rather than the power and life of God pumping from within us.  

We need a deep and real enough encounter with God so he is the greatest influence in our lives!  
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3: Faithfulness will lead us into the presence of God [PP9] 
 
 [4:15] “Though you commit adultery, O Israel, let not Judah become guilty. “Do not go to Gilgal; do not go 

up to Beth Aven. And do not swear, ‘As surely as the LORD lives!' [4:16] The Israelites are stubborn, like a 

stubborn heifer. How then can the LORD pasture them like lambs in a meadow? [4:17] Ephraim is joined to 

idols; leave him alone! [4:18] Even when their drinks are gone, they continue their prostitution; their rulers 

dearly love shameful ways. [Hosea 4:15-18 NIV] [PP10] 

Stubbornness restricts God’s pasturing into our lives.  

 “Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God. A spirit of prostitution is in their heart; they do 

not acknowledge the LORD. [5:5] Israel's arrogance testifies against them; the Israelites, even Ephraim, 

stumble in their sin; Judah also stumbles with them. [5:6] When they go with their flocks and herds to seek 

the LORD, they will not find him; he has withdrawn himself from them. [5:7] They are unfaithful to the 

LORD; they give birth to illegitimate children. [Hosea 5:4-7 NIV] [PP11] 

Ephraim is oppressed, trampled in judgment, intent on pursuing idols. [5:12] I am like a moth to Ephraim, 

like rot to the people of Judah. [5:13] “When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah his sores, then Ephraim 

turned to Assyria, and sent to the great king for help. But he is not able to cure you, not able to heal your 

sores. [5:15] Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in their 

misery they will earnestly seek me.” [Hosea 5:11-13, 15 NIV] [PP12] 

4: Allowing God in us is the greatest thing we can do [PP13] 

 “Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will 

bind up our wounds. [6:2] After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may 

live in his presence. [6:3] Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as 

the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the 

earth.” [6:4] “What can I do with you, Ephraim? What can I do with you, Judah? Your love is like the morning 

mist, like the early dew that disappears. [Hosea 6:1-4 NIV] [PP14] 

 …but they do not realize that I remember all their evil deeds. Their sins engulf them; they are always 

before me. [7:9] Foreigners sap his strength, but he does not realize it. His hair is sprinkled with gray, but he 

does not notice. [7:10] Israel's arrogance testifies against him, but despite all this he does not return to the 

LORD his God or search for him.  [7:11] “Ephraim is like a dove, easily deceived and senseless—now calling 

to Egypt, now turning to Assyria. [7:13] Woe to them, because they have strayed from me! Destruction to 

them, because they have rebelled against me! I long to redeem them but they speak lies against me. 

[7:14] They do not cry out to me from their hearts but wail upon their beds. [[Hosea 7:2, 3-7:9, 7:11-15a 

NIV] [PP15] 

For us to truly love God means to keep returning, acknowledging and pressing after God always! [PP16] 

Summary of main points [PP17]  


