
 

 

James 5:1-12 - Part 10 - Becoming a patience compassionate community. 

Some of the greatest communities are still to be built. Some of your greatest friendships are still to 

come. The vibrant power perfecting imperfect people together through the Holy Spirit. Great and true 

as a church there is also a response to what is happening around us. 

Wealthy landowners controlled much of Galilee, and indeed much of the Roman Empire. James 

denounces them for their materialistic accumulation of wealth, for defrauding their workers, and for 

their self-indulgent actions that have led to the deaths of innocent, righteous people. (ESV Study Bible) 

[PP1]  

[5:1] Now listen (come on now, pay solemn attention), you rich people (abounding in riches), weep (can 

do quietly) and wail (howl) because of the misery that is coming upon (attacking) you.  

Many people bring misery into their own lives. They blame everyone except themselves! Our remedy 

is to look to the needs of others.  

[2] Your wealth has (1) rotted, and moths have (2) eaten your clothes.  

All you have is destroying you! Your wealth is working against you!  

[3] Your gold and silver are (3) corroded (poison). Their corrosion will testify against you and (4) eat your 

flesh like fire. You have hoarded (amassed) wealth in the last (final) days. [PP2] 

Riches.. Garments.. Gold.. 

It has corroded. They don't need their wealth!  

Your greedy luxuries are a cancer in your gut, destroying your life from within. You thought you were 

piling up wealth. What you've piled up is judgment. James 5:3 (MSG) 

1. We breathe for the global glory of God and benefit of others - firming family foundations! Testified 

against due to the total disregard for those created in Gods image. [PP3] 

[4] Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen (toiler) who mowed (reaped) your fields (terrority) 

are crying (screaming) out against OT says that workmen are to be paid each evening you. The cries of 

the harvesters have reached (entered) the ears of the Lord Almighty. [PP4] 

A little more, than, I didn't pay Gordon the Gardener for the Grass. OT says that workmen are to be 

paid each evening.  

All the workers you've exploited and cheated cry out for judgment. The groans of the workers you used 

and abused are a roar in the ears of the Master Avenger. James 5:4 (MSG) [PP5] 

All sin comes from not putting supreme value on the glory of God - this is the very essence of sin. - 

John Piper [PP6] 



 

 

2: When we don't honour people our lives scream out against us and reach God. We get God's 

attention when love him and when we hurt others. Two extremes! [PP7] 

Someone called Russell Moore said: An attack on vulnerable humanity is an attack on the image of 

God.  

[5] You have lived on earth in luxury (pleasure, debauchery) and self-indulgence. You have fattened 

yourselves in the day of slaughter (butchery). [PP8] 

Like the cattle in their fields, the rich gorge themselves on luxuries and fail to realize that they are 

headed for the final slaughter (ESV Study Bible). 

May he defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; may he crush the 

oppressor - Psalm 72:4 (NIV) [PP8] 

Possibly the story of the western world: 

Ye have lived luxuriously on the earth and indulged yourselves..." James 5:5a (DNT) [PP8] 

It isn't our calling! In the future years the church will increasingly need to be reminded of this.  

[6] You have condemned and murdered innocent (holy) men, who were not opposing (resisting) you. 

Attention turns from rich to poor, from the evil oppressors to the righteous oppressed, from 

presumption to patience. Rather than fighting back, they are called to patient endurance and to trust in 

God to vindicate them (ESV Study Bible) 

The body of the letter is now finished and James is ready to conclude. A Greek letter normally had 

several different parts in its conclusion. First, there would be a summary. Then came an oath, a health 

wish, and a statement about why the letter had been written.  

Some of the readers will be poor Christians who are suffering.  

[7] Be patient (for-bearing, long suffering), then (certainly), brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how 

the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable (precious) crop (fruit) and how patient he is for (to 

receive) the autumn (after sowing) and spring (before harvest) rains.  [PP9] 

3. Be patient and firm in the face of hardship [PP10] 

[8] You too, be patient (for-bearing, long suffering) and stand firm (set fast, turn resolutely) because the 

Lord's coming (approach) is near.  

[9] Don't grumble (sigh, murmur) against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is 

standing at the door (entrance/ opening)! 

Friends, don't complain about each other. A far greater complaint could be lodged against you, you 

know - James 5:9 MSG [PP11] 



 

 

[10] Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering (hardship), take the prophets who 

spoke in the name (character/authority) of the Lord.  

[11] As you know, we consider blessed (well off) those who have persevered (endure). You have heard 

of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of 

compassion and mercy. [PP12] 

...known what end the Lord made - James 5:11a Geneva Bible.  

What a gift life is to those who stay the course! You've heard, of course, of Job's staying power, and you 

know how God brought it all together for him at the end - James 5:11 MSG [PP13] 

4. We are to be ready for what the Lord will finally bring about! [PP14] 

The value of persistence prayer is not that he will hear us but that we will finally hear him - William 

McGill. 

[21] All creation anticipates the day when it will join God's children in glorious freedom from death and 

decay.  

[22] For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present 

time.  

[23] And even we Christians, although we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, 

also groan to be released from pain and suffering. Romans 8:21-23a (NLT) [PP15] 

The Lord will finally bring into being the full redemption of the humans to the earth.  

5. Make clear agreements with people and God being compassionate and patience.  

Patience and compassion is communicated through our mouths.  

[12] Above all (in front of everything else), my brothers, do not swear (take an oath) —not by heaven or 

by earth or by anything else. Let your “Yes” be yes, and your “No,” no, or you will be condemned. 

[PP16] 

I think our mouths properly snare us far more than we realise.  

 

 

 


