
 

 

Part 1 - Introduction to James - Faith in Action 

Who was James? 
1. Galilean, oldest Jesus 4 brothers’ (Matthew 13:55) 
2. Probably married (1 Corinthians 15:3–8)  
3. Not one of 2 disciples named James  
4. Leader of Jerusalem Church (Acts 15)  
5. One of 3 “pillars” of the church (Galatians 2:9)  
6. Nicknamed: “Old Camel Knees, James the Just  
7. Resurrected Jesus appeared / Martyred AD65  
 
What do we know about James? 
1. Written to Jewish Christians AD 45  
2. Main theme is living out faith  
3. Like OT wisdom literature sayings  
4. The tone is continuously energetic  
5. His mission mostly to the Jews (Galatians 2:12)  
 
James's primary theme is living out one's faith, being a doer and not just a hearer of the word. This theme is 
developed in view of the social conflict between rich and poor and the spiritual conflict between factions in the 
church (sound familiar!?). James rebukes his readers for their worldliness and challenges them to seek divine 
wisdom in working out these problems and getting right with God. - ESV Study Bible 
 
James ends his letter like this: 
Remember whoever turns (reverses) a sinner from the error of their way (progress) will save them from death and 
cover over a multitude of sins. (James 5:20 NIV) 
 
James understands how someone can change through the power of God, and how God uses us to bring that 
change about.  
 
“When Christian believers gather in churches, everything that can go wrong sooner or later does. Outsiders, on 

observing this, conclude that there is nothing to the religion business except, perhaps, business—and dishonest 

business at that. Insiders see it differently. Just as a hospital collects the sick under one roof and labels them as 

such, the church collects sinners.  

Many of the people outside the hospital are every bit as sick as the ones inside, but their illnesses are either 

undiagnosed or disguised. It's similar with sinners outside the church. 

So Christian churches are not, as a rule, model communities of good behaviour. They are, rather, places where 

human misbehaviour is brought out in the open, faced, and dealt with. 

The letter of James shows one of the church's early pastors skillfully going about his work of confronting, 

diagnosing, and dealing with areas of misbelief and misbehaviour that had turned up in congregations committed 

to his care.  

Wisdom is not primarily knowing the truth, although it certainly includes that; it is skill in living. For, what good 

is a truth if we don't know how to live it? What good is an intention if we can't sustain it? 



 

 

According to church traditions, James carried the nickname “Old Camel Knees” because of thick calluses built up 

on his knees from many years of determined prayer. Prayer is always foundational to wisdom - The Message Bible 

– Introduction 

Part 2 - Perseverance [James 1:1-18]  
This week do something together as a church for someone who is in humble circumstances.  
 
Part 3 - Looking for freedom [James 1:19-27]  
This week we will find people and tell them on Sunday where we were quick to listen and slow to speak.  
 
Jas 1:22: The truth is locked out from you if you don't do what it says! We usually think of deception as our 

treatment towards others. Here relates to how we treat ourselves! 

Jas 1:25: You will be blessed in your actions! 

Part 4 - Rich in Faith [James 2:1-13]  
In our Sunday meetings try talking to someone who is quite different from you. 
 
Part 5 - Making faith complete [James 2:14-26]  
Is there something you believe but don’t usually do? Do it this week! 
 
Part 6 - Taming the Tongue [James 3:1-12]  
 
Part 7 - Wisdom from heaven [James 3:13-18]   
 
Part 8 - Rhythms of grace [James 4:1-12]  
 
Jas 4:1: Two pictures. Two children playing. Two nations fighting 
Jas 4:3: Sounds like Chapter 1:4-5 
Jas 4:6: The depressed or the humiliated! 
 
Part 9 - What is your life? [James 4:13-17]  
 
Part 10 - Dealing with harsh people [James 5:1-6] 
 
Part 11 - Patience through Suffering [James 5:7-20] 
 
 
Key Themes  

1. God is Creator and Judge, merciful, compassionate, one and only, jealous, gracious healer.  
1:5 , 17-18 ; 2:5 , 13 , 19 
; 4:5-6 ; 5:1-3 , 9 , 15  

2. Wisdom comes “from above” and enables one both to withstand trials and to bring peace. 1:5 ; 3:13 , 17  

3. God allows tests and trials (1:2-4), but temptation comes from self and Satan.  
1:3 , 13-14 ; 4:7 ; 5:7-8  
 

4. The primary trial is poverty and oppression from the rich. The poor are the special focus of 
God's care and must be cared for by his people and not shown prejudice or ignored. The 
wealthy are condemned for presumptuous pride and for stealing from the poor.  

1:9 , 27 ; 2:1-5 , 15-16 ; 
4:13-17 ; 5:1-6  

5. Future judgment and reward.  
1:12 ; 2:5 , 12-13 ; 3:1 ; 
4:12 ; 5:1-7 , 9 , 20  



 

 

6. The power of the tongue to destroy or to bring peace. 
3:1-4:12  
 

7. We must go beyond hearing the word to living it out in daily conduct. 
1:19-27 ; 2:14-26  
 

8. Prayer is the proper response to trials, but it must not be self-seeking. It is to be central in 

life not only when afflicted or sick but also when cheerful. God has great power to heal, both 

physically and spiritually.  

 
1:5-7 ; 4:2-3 ; 5:13-18  
 
 
 
 

9. James and Paul are united in teaching that justification comes only by the grace of God 
through faith with works being a response.  

 
 
 
 

 

Ancient Greek form of satire known as the diatribe, the traits of which include: imaginary dialogues (including 
question and answer constructions); apostrophe (direct address to absent people or things as though they are 
present and can hear); metaphors taken from nature and everyday life; allusions to famous people from the past 
(stock instances, or well-known representations of the qualities that are under discussion); harsh addresses to 
readers; and heightened contrasts.  
 
The most pervasive technique in the book of James is the proverb or aphorism, in the mode of ancient wisdom 
teachers. Next in frequency is the rhetorical device of direct command, expressed in the imperative mood of the 
verb (e.g., “be doers of the word, and not hearers only,” 1:22). In fact, there are over 50 imperatives in the book's 
108 verses.  
 
This abundance of commands is a signal that the writer has a practical bent and is interested in action rather than 
mere belief as the distinguishing characteristic of Christians. There is also a strongly persuasive stance as the 
author seeks to move his readers to action. The tone is continuously energetic, and satire is never far from the 
surface, sometimes couched in a somewhat scolding manner.  
 
“For still in our day the call of the carpenter comes again to that man or that women, follow me, see what I see, 

love what I love, follow me. Will you be that man? Will you be that women? Will you devote yourselves whatever 

it costs to that man and the expanded vision of His kingdom? Will you give your life to the man who was given for 

the sake of the world? For he alone mastered life, he alone conquered death, he alone overcame sin, he alone 

grows present with every passing year. He is the Son of God, He is glory of human kind, the crucified carpenter of 

the Nazareth is the hope of the nations and the Saviour of the world and that’s who this man is.” John Ortberg 

James who was eventually martyred for his faith, who only understand that his natural brother wasn’t actually 

only his half brother, calls us to faith in action, so we don’t just talk the talk, but walk the walk.  

 

 


