
Generosity and Giving Series – Part 2 

Last week Paul talked about the attitude of giving, in fact he highlighted the amazing approach that 

God sets out for us in the bible, in particular books like Micah.  Paul even gave you some very 

practical steps to being a good steward of your money. 

This week Doug and I are doing a bit of a duet, a shared talk.  Firstly, I want to look at what really 

makes the subject of money difficult, what makes giving difficult for all of us. 

I want to argue that money, rather than a simple, transparent and fair transaction of one person’s 

labour for another, has become something far darker. 

When I say darker, I want to suggest that money has taken a spiritual dimension to it.  That in the 

unseen realm there are dark forces, spiritual forces using money as something far beyond is 

intended purpose. 

That money, though in itself no more than a note of transaction, has become invisible, controlling 

and a snare for us all. 

I want to draw the parallel with the ring in Lord of the Rings.  I want us to consider how money, like 

the ring has appealed to fallen human nature and become a source for human power, control, every 

form of cruelty and malice. 

 

1) MONEY gave power to govern each race 

2) in secret, a master MONENTARY SYSTEM to control all others  

3) his will to dominate all life 

4) one chance to destroy evil forever 

5) hearts of men are easily corrupted  

6) MONEY has a will of its own 

7) betrayed Isildur to his death 

8) MONEY my precious, MONEY it cursed us, MONEY drove us away 

9) MONEY brought unnatural life 

10) MONEY poisoned his mind 

11) MONEY became a nameless fear, 

12) MONIES time had come 

13) MONEY was picked up by the most unlikely creature imaginable… Christians 

14) For a time was soon to come when Christians would shape the fortunes of all 
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• MONEY gave power to govern each race 

• In secret, a master MONENTARY SYSTEM to control all others  

• The devils will to dominate all life 

• Hearts of men are easily corrupted  

• MONEY has a will of its own 

• Betrayed by MONEY to his death 

• MONEY my precious, MONEY it cursed us, MONEY drove us away 

• MONEY brought unnatural life 

• MONEY poisoned his mind 

• MONEY became a nameless fear, 

• MONIES time had come 

• MONEY was picked up by the most unlikely creature imaginable… Christians 

• For a time was soon to come when Christians would shape the fortunes of all 

 
Revelation  13:14 And with all the miracles he was allowed to perform on behalf of the first beast, 

he deceived all the people who belong to this world. He ordered the people to make a great 

statue of the first beast, who was fatally wounded and then came back to life. 15 He was then 

permitted to give life to this statue so that it could speak. Then the statue of the beast 

commanded that anyone refusing to worship it must die. 
16 He required everyone—small and great, rich and poor, free and slave—to be given a mark 

on the right hand or on the forehead. 17 And no one could buy or sell anything without that 

mark, which was either the name of the beast or the number representing his name.  

 
Matthew 6:19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys 

them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths 

and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, 

there the desires of your heart will also be…24 “No one can serve two masters. For you will 

hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve both God and money.  

 

 

So is my point that money cannot do any good in this world, not at all, but I make a strong 

and severe warning, that if you let it, and almost by default it will and is taking a form in the 

world around us that is every bit as dark as how Lord of the Ring betrays the Ring of Power.  

Let’s not kid ourselves about what is going on in the world, it only take a week of listening to 

the news to illustrate this perfectly. 

 

But remember the last line… ‘It was picked up by the most unlikely creature imaginable’ 

This could be, this should be us, the church of Jesus Christ.  We could be different.   

The whole of the story of Lord of the Rings, is about this most unlikely creature, as weak and 

feeble as a hobbit was, its purity of heart allow it to carry the ring without giving in to its 

power, to be a bearer that could carry it to a place that would allow it to be destroyed. 

I want to suggest something ridiculous, God doesn’t need your money, the Kingdom doesn’t 

need your money…  
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1 Timothy 6:6 Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. 7 After all, we brought 

nothing with us when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we 

leave it. 8 So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content. 
9 But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and 

harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is the 

root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith 

and pierced themselves with many sorrows. 

 

 

We need to reduce our dependency on it, not just get more of it; we need to loosen the grip 

that it has on us.  Jesus asked the disciples to travel light; they just needed somewhere to 

sleep and something to eat. 

 
Luke 9 One day Jesus called together his twelve disciples and gave them power and authority to 

cast out all demons and to heal all diseases. 2 Then he sent them out to tell everyone about 

the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick.3 “Take nothing for your journey,” he instructed 

them. “Don’t take a walking stick, a traveler’s bag, food, money, or even a change of 

clothes. 4 Wherever you go, stay in the same house until you leave town. 5 And if a town 

refuses to welcome you, shake its dust from your feet as you leave to show that you have 

abandoned those people to their fate.” 
6 So they began their circuit of the villages, preaching the Good News and healing the sick. 

 

 

To challenge is to hold lightly onto our money.  This way we have the freedom to use it for 

the things we need, to bless others, to give to organisations etc to benefit them. Jesus and 

disciples lived lightly – only using money where needed. 

 


