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1. People who give express worship [PP2]  
Many push through tensions and transactions, but never really pour out their lives sacrificially, modelling the 

life of their Saviour.  

For many people giving is actually the greatest act of worship. Far more than a 1000 worship services: this 
maybe your greatest worship of service.  
Jesus said when he saw how the religious leaders gave, told the people to give in secret and yet one day 

watched a widow throw all she had into the temple treasury.  

What we do for ourselves will die with us, what we do for others remains forever. The sum of your life is 
not the income of your life, but the outcome of your life. The one who liver is the one who gives. 
 
The story of the Good Samaritan is about a deep seated attitude towards others. He went on with his 

business, possibly, probably to make money, and was to come back later to pay any debts.  

“Will a mere mortal rob (default) God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?' “In tithes 
and offerings (sacrifice). [9] You are under a (bitterly) curse —your whole nation—because you are robbing 
me. [10] Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse (house, build, family), that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open(loose, plough, carve) the 
floodgates (windows) of heaven and pour out (empty) so much blessing(to knell as an act of adoration) that 
there will not be room enough to store it.  

Malachi 3:9-10 NIV [PP3] 

We give out of our own resources for spiritual reasons, so disciples and mission plans are developed.  

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious 
throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. [29] And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or fields for my 

sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. [Matthew 19:28-29 NIV] [PP4] 

2.  People give when they trust leaders [PP5] 

 “The sheep listen to the shepherd’s voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. He goes on 

ahead of them and his sheep follow him because they know his voice but they will never follow a stranger. 

In fact, they will run from him.” John 10:1 NIV] [PP6] 

The hierarchy of research into giving, people give first of all to people they believe in. Then they give to 

purposes. Finally they give to activities. That means that the most essential elements in teaching people to 

give are relational.  

Whoever writes the agenda must be able to underwrite the agenda. If you’re going to form the vision you 

also have to be able to fund the vision. 

3.  People give when they catch a vision. [PP7] 

The Bible says, “Where there is no vision the people perish.”  Bills do not motivate people to give. People give 

when they catch a vision and they get the big picture. We must have a vision for what the money can do.  

Emphasize the lives that will be changed as people give – the marriages that will be saved, the broken 

people that are going to be put back together, the people who will break addictions, the changed lives that 

will happen. That’s the vision! 

4.  People who give experience the joy of generosity. [PP8] 
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...seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, [Matthew 6:33a] [PP9] 
 

It feels good to give generously – it really does. A person who doesn’t understand that has never given 

generously. The happiest people in the world are the most giving people.  

Guilt never motivates people to give. Giving that is motivated by guilt only lasts as long as the guilt does. So 

you never use guilt to motivate people to give. You use joy to motivate people to give. 

I absolutely do not accept the health and wealth theology, which teaches that God wants everybody to be 

rich. But the fact is, there are more promises in the Bible related to giving than any other subject. You 

cannot out-give God. If you’re going to be Christ like you’ve got to learn to give. 

5.  People are inspired by real life stories [PP10] 

We learn best by watching models. That’s why a testimony about giving is a thousand times more effective 

than a sermon on giving. Models motivate us. Giving is contagious. So I encourage people to write down and 

send me their testimonies, how they decided to give, and what they were giving. 

6.  People give because someone asked. [PP11] 

James says, “You have not because you ask not.” The Bible says ask and seek and knock. God asks people to 

give. The fact is we’re doing people a favour when we ask them to give because they grow in faith, they 

grow in love, they grow in sacrifice, they grow in commitment, they grow in character as they learn to give.  

2 Corinthians 8;12 says, “For if the willingness is there the gift is acceptable according to what one has not 

according to what one does not have.” We must make it possible for people to give in as many ways as we 

can. [PP12] 

7.  People need wisdom with money [PP13] 
Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, since he has no desire to get wisdom? [Proverbs 17:16 NIV] 
[PP14] 

1) Only buy discounts on items you would usually buy 

2) Smart price peanut butter, only 5% less peanuts at half the price, than smart price  

3) Unless discounted don’t buy toiletries from supermarket unless you have done some good comparisons. 

4) Ask for a lower price where you can. They can only say no. Your whole world won’t fall apart. 

5) Don’t use 0845, 0870 numbers, http://www.saynoto0870.com/ 

6) Regularly phone up particularly large companies and ask for a discount.   

7) Change all your light bulb to LED, less than 5 watts if you can.  

8. People should be thanked [PP15]                                                                                                                              

Philippians is a thank you letter from Paul for an offering. Figure out multiple ways to thank people for their 

gift – a card, a call, a banquet, etc. A little appreciation goes a long way in encouraging people to be 

generous for the long haul. 

You can either give by reason or by revelation. Giving by reason means this – I look at what I have, I figure 

out what’s reasonable and I commit that amount. It doesn’t take any faith to give by reason. I just figure out 

what can I afford to give. Giving by revelation means I determine my gift by praying “Lord, what do You 

want to give through me?”  

Talk based in part on a article by Rick Warren 

http://www.saynoto0870.com/
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